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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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Dear Mamna,

well either yesterday or today was your birthday, and I zlways
thought 1t was today. Aren't I risht? well, In sny case my dear,
zmaxI have a liitle verbal bouguet to send you frcem Laurence John
far your birthley. Two, in fzct.The other day as 1 was watd ing hlm
eat his lunch he suldenly said, "Reneuwber GRANMANEAT Wasn't she a
NICE geumamzal"

But this morning he came forth with a real vouquet for you.
wWwe wers having our breakfast, and as I renember it this is how the
conversation went;

xwhen 18 gommama going to cows and SEL us, mamus?"

"Pretiy =soon, I hcpe. She said she would as soon as she could
get away from her pupples anl chilekens long enoagh." a

She'll get in her truck, and Jlmny wliil gel in his truck.

"And then what will they %, Laurence JOhnt" %

::’I‘hey'll STAXT [HD 1OTCR, Brrm, Brmon, DARRM, and Numa will
bark.

"But where will thsy zo in their itumuck?”

"They'll go to WASIINGICN over a pis river and ride and ride
and Gempapa Jimuy will drive his big truck to see us.'

Then a2 little later:

"You're not my gammamnag are you maraat™
"No dear." " >
“1s zaomamma still my 5am%aaa?

"Yes, deur, she still is.'
"yren is she going to come and be my guimamza azain?”

es..30 you gee where your duty lies, as far as your exigent
grandsen sees it. If you are to be a true grandmameca to him, you
must go into the business actively asain.

,s Llezse cole to our house , with love L"urence
John -

dear xran, n:

He tyg-d the sbove all by himself with only a little aszistance
from me.

For the past three Thursdays I've ned to g0 to the dentlst In

—the afteroon. He maie 2 crown for the tooth that lost its huge fiing,

and of course found another hole to gouge oub. It wash8t at all bad
except for the middle vid t, when he was doing 2ll the gouglng, and
when I had to sit there for two hours and six novocaide injectiocns.
Quite a bore. But I now have a magnificent gold=-plated tooth in the
back of my head to show for it. Next visit, when he puts the gold in
the other fii iing, should be my last. Dentists should pay you, raker
than vice versa.

william has to go to a stag dinner tonight givewm by the Speaker
of the Venezuelan senate, and I am having my friends the Hoppes over
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after dinner. Next Friday we are having dear Mr. Shantz, and
William's old pal Jack HacSweeney to din er. Mr. Shantz gave
e away when I was marvied, if you reumember, and Kselweeney was
the bsst men. It was he who .ave us that pretty round mahogany
coffee table. The latter has been in Russia most of the time

~ 8ince he left Cairo, which was his next post after Lagos and
Accra. Mr. Shantz has been all over the globe since our wedding~
notably Australia and Yugoslavia, and wheérewer he has been he
has left the same fast friends and zdmirers. He ig a man withoub
an enemy in the worid, I think, and on the contrary everyone we
have talked to who has worked with him or for hinm s been loud
in his praises as a man and an officer. So I'll be happy to fix
the best suprer at my ® wwand, and we'll try to make 4t a really
happy evening for them. Mr. hantz now has & very important and
rather husih-hush job, in the"lDepartment. I don't know how long
he has been back in washington.

piy 8lip covers siili haven't pecen cut out, and I'm more
than & 1ittle provoked with the shop which is to do it., If the
colors and materials hadn't just sulted me I should have asked
for my money back b; ithis time, for almost three weeks have peadd
passed since they vromised to 4o them immedistely. If I were in
Vene uela 1 would understand it.

L.J. is on my trall again., He findg it wmost annoying
when 1 81t down Lo type a letter, and always wants to pe around
to "wateh me" do ite W ich hardly helps. I just caught him as he
was starting to empty al. the apples out of a bushel basket I
bought the other day and left in the .arage to keep ¢ool. I now
have so many azples I don't know what to 4o with then all. I've
been having ap.le salad, brown betty, baked arple, and =sating
apples t11l I'm about to turn into an apple, and 1 only hope
they will last, as the man told me they would, for several
montins.

well my dear, 1'd better pet aboubt my housework. ¥ow that
Wiliiam won't be home for dinner tonight 1'1ll have more time &9o
prepare things for the visit tonisnt and for the week end. vwesk ends
always seem to De so busy I don't know which end is up.

Much loveto you and Jiumwy,
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